Map Scale in the Soil Survey
Berman D. Hudson and James R. Culver l Most detailed soil surveys in the USA have been published at map scales between 1:15,840 and 1:31,680. Common scales are 1:15,840,1:20,000, and more recently, 1 :24,000. A number of on-going soil surveys will be mapped and compiled at 1: 12,000, a scale that will become increasingly common in the future. A recent policy directive mandated that all Soil Conservation Service (SCS) soil surveys completed in the future will be compiled, digitized and published at a scale of either 1: 12,000 or 1 :24,000.
When meetings are held to plan for the regional correlation of soil surveys, map scale is the most common source of disagreement. Someone nearly always identifies a part of a Major Land Resource Area (MLRA) in which a scale of 1: 12,000 is needed. Someone else usually asserts that in other areas of the MLRA all important soil areas can be delineated at a scale of 1 :24,000. This creates an apparent dilemma. Can both 1: 12,000 and 1 ;24,000 scales be used for mapping and compiling soil maps in the same MLRA? If only one scale is to be used, which one should it be?
